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BIBLE STUDY

GOD, THE CREATOR AND FATHER

READ Isaiah 44:6 and Isaiah 45:5-7

1.   How many Gods are there?  

2.   By what names is God called in Isaiah 44:6?  

      

      “A god is that to which we look for all good 
and in which we fi nd refuge in every time of need. 
To have a god is nothing else than to trust and 
believe him with our whole heart. As I have often 
said, the trust and faith of the heart alone make 
both God and an idol. If your faith and trust 
are right, then your God is the true God. On the 
other hand, if your trust is false and wrong, then 
you have not the true God. For these two belong 
together, faith and God. That to which your 
heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really 
your God.”

           ―Luther‛s Large Catechism    

RRESPECTING ONE GOD
“You shall have no other gods before me.”

         �Exodus 20�Exodus 20� :3
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3.  If God created us, do you think we have any obligations to Him?  What might 
      they be?
  
     

      

READ Isaiah 44:9-11
4.   How does this passage describe those who make or worship idols?
      

     Not only does worshipping false gods 
offend the Creator, it causes deep spiritual 
emptiness and death for the individual.

READ Jeremiah 2:13
5.   What does God call Himself here?

6.   What image is used in Jeremiah to describe the human activity of committing 
      oneself to a false god?

Worshipping and serving other things 
instead of the One True God is an offense to God.

It is called idolatry.
Every human being has a natural inclination 

to worship something.
If it isn‛t the One True God, it will be something else.
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READ Psalm 63:1.
      Because of sin, humans are naturally separated from God before they are joined 
to Christ in baptism as a baby and by faith as an adult. Before being connected to 
God, however, humans are lacking something they need in order to be complete: a 
relationship with the Creator. This is a longing that Psalm 63 compares to a thirst. 

      When people sense that their bodies need a drink of water (thirst), they go 
looking for something to quench their physical thirst. Similarly, all people have a 

spiritual thirst for God. Unfortunately, many never learn 
that only the True God can fi ll the emptiness in their lives.  
Consequently, humans discover other things to worship 
and serve, and for a while they think their spiritual thirst is 
quenched. But only God, through Jesus Christ, can meet 
the universal spiritual longing.
  
      Throughout history, every tribe and group of people in 
every corner of the world have developed some form of 
religion. Because the human need and thirst for God is so 
great and must be fi lled, people search for something to 
to which they can commit their lives. They either trust the 
True God or a created thing.

     What is true about all religions is they express the reality of our longing for 
God. However, no religion, apart from Christianity, can connect us to the One God 
and quench our spiritual thirst.

     The New Testament portrays Jesus at times as the living water who alone can 
fulfi ll our longings for spiritual life. As our bodies cannot live long without water, 
so we cannot live spiritually without Jesus. The waters of baptism symbolize 
spiritual life. It is there, if we are baptized as an infant, that we fi rst taste the life-
giving waters which Christ alone gives. Unfortunately, as we grow up there are 
many things that tempt us away from the True God and falsely promise life. If 
adults wrap their lives around another god and give themselves to it instead of to 
Christ Jesus, they will cut themselves off from the living water that gives spiritual 
life. As Jeremiah states so well, they will be making for themselves a cracked 
cistern which can hold no water at all.

       As adults, believers can abandon the faith and lose their relationship to God. 
This happens when they begin to worship and trust other things as gods, ignoring 
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the True God. To remain in Christ, we must live lives of constant repentance. We 
must regularly admit our sins and ask God for forgiveness. Our faith also needs to 
be kept alive. Faith�the�the�  ability to know, love and trust God� ability to know, love and trust God� ability to know, love and trust God is a gift from God, �is a gift from God, �
given to us through the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit creates faith in a person and nurtures 
it in a believer through the hearing of God’s Word, 
receiving the Lord’s Supper, and through fellowship 
with other believers.     

READ Matthew 19:16-19
7.   What is the man seeking? (verse 16)

8.   The fi rst three Commandments relate to our relationship with God while the 
last seven have to do with our relationship with others. When Jesus told the rich 
young man to obey the Commandments, which part did Jesus refer to, the fi rst 
or the last?  (See verse 18)

READ Matthew 19:21-22                              
    At fi rst glance, it seems that Jesus failed to encourage the man to love and serve 
God (the purpose of the fi rst three Commandments).

9.   How might Jesus be addressing the fi rst three Commandments in His words in 
Matthew 19:21?  (Hint: See Matthew 6:24).   
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10.  Why was the man unwilling to sell everything he had and follow Jesus? 
       (verse  22)

     The fi rst three Commandments call people to let nothing 
get in the way of loving and serving God. For the rich man 
in the story, his wealth was his primary god, keeping him 
from complete devotion to the true God. Jesus told the rich 
man to sell all he had in order to help the him understand 
how important wealth was to him.

11.  What is the most important thing in your life getting in the way of  serving, 
worshipping and loving the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and 
strength? In other words, what are your idols? Without what are you unable to 
imagine living?

The 1st Commandment seeks to expose the idols in 
our lives, and then encourages us to realize we 

can live without everything except God. 

This Commandment calls us to loosen our grip on 
created objects and to wrap our entire lives 

around loving and serving God.
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ABOUT THE COMMANDMENTS
      The Ten Commandments call people to be respectful of God (Commandments 
1−3), and of others (Commandments 4−10).

List ways you could do each of the following:

      Show respect for GodShow respect for God   Show disrespect for GodShow disrespect for God

               Show respect for othersShow respect for others     Show disrespect to othersShow disrespect to others

PRAYER
       Creator God, help us to come to see what things in our lives compete with our 
allegiance to you. Expose the gods we serve so we may repent of our idolatry and 
more wholly devote ourselves to following you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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