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Unit D2 - Lesson 3: The Kingdom Divides

Lesson Prayer

Gracious Lord God, you call us together in faith to be one people.
We thank you for connecting our lives to the lives of believers across
the world. Where there are issues that divide us, help us to reason
together. Remind us that we are all brothers and sisters in Christ, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: 1 Kings 12:1-17

'Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to
make him king. 2And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of
it (for he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon),
then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3And they sent and called

him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to
Rehoboam, 4“Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten
the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will
serve you.” 5He said to them, “Go away for three days, then come
again to me.” So the people went away.

®Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood
before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you
advise me to answer this people?”

7And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people today
and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer
them, then they will be your servants forever.”

8But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took
counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood
before him. 9And he said to them, “What do you advise that we
answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your
father put on us’?”

And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus
shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your father made our
yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us,” thus shall you say to them, ‘My

little finger is thicker than my father’s thighs. *And now, whereas
my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”

12§0 Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day,
as the king said, “Come to me again the third day.” 3And the king
answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old
men had given him, **he spoke to them according to the counsel of
the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will
add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will
discipline you with scorpions.” *3So the king did not listen to the
people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by the LorD that he
might fulfill his word, which the Lord spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

18And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the
people answered the king, “What portion do we have in David? We
have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look
now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their tents. VBut
Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of
Judah.

Second Lesson: Mark 3:24-26

Jesus said: *#“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house
will not be able to stand. 2°And if Satan has risen up against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end.”
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