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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Merciful Father, your grace and mercy is far beyond what we deserve. 
When we struggle and fall short, give us your Spirit to return to you 
in faith and repentance. Make us die every day to sin that we may be 
raised up to new life in Christ alone, the one in whom we pray. Amen

First Lesson: Joel 2:1-2a, 10-17
The Prophet Joel declared:
1Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let 
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is 
coming; it is near, 2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness ...

+ + +
10The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their 
shining. 11The Lord utters his voice before his army, for his camp is 
exceedingly great; he who executes his word is powerful. For the day 
of the Lord is great and very awesome; who can endure it?
12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend 
your hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 
disaster. 14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave 
a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering 
for the Lord your God?
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
16gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the 
elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom 
leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 

17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, weep and say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and make not 
your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should 
they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

Second Lesson: Acts 3:17-21
Peter addressed the people, saying:
17Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that 
his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 
19Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 
20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom 
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 
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