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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Gracious and merciful God, giver of all good things, you are the 
source of our life, hope, and faith. We thank you for everything you 
provide us with: food, water, clothing, shelter, family. We thank you 
most of all for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: 1 Kings 17:1-16
1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the 
Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 
2And the word of the Lord came to him: 3“Depart from here and turn 
eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the 
Jordan. 4You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed you there.” 
5So he went and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and 
lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6And the ravens 
brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat 
in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 7And after a while the 
brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 
8Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9“Arise, go to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded 
a widow there to feed you.” 10So he arose and went to Zarephath. 
And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there 
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little 
water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11And as she was going to bring it, 
he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 
12And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 

13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. 
But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward 
make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the Lord, 
the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil 
shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the 
earth.’”
15And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her 
household ate for many days. 16The jar of flour was not spent, neither 
did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord 
that he spoke by Elijah.

Second Lesson: Psalm 111:1-6
1Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. 
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness 
endures forever. 4He has caused his wondrous works to be 
remembered; the Lord is gracious and merciful. 5He provides food 
for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 
6He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 
inheritance of the nations.
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