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Unit C2 - Lesson 8: Swords into Plowshares

Lesson Prayer

God of all hope and peace, you have announced repeatedly through
your prophets that there will be a day when we will all stand before
you and have to account for our words and actions. Grant that, by
faith, we would cling to Jesus and rely on his promises to take away
all our sin. We give you thanks that you sent your Son to be our Savior
and to grant us his holiness and new life. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

First Lesson: Micah 4:1-7
The Prophet Micah spoke the Word of the LORD:

“Tt shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of

the house of the LorD shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and it shall be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall
flow to it, 2and many nations shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up
to the mountain of the LorbD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LorD
from Jerusalem. 3He shall judge between many peoples, and shall
decide disputes for strong nations far away; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore; “but they shall sit every man under his vine and under

his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the
LorbD of hosts has spoken.

5For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk
in the name of the LorD our God forever and ever.

In that day, declares the LorD, I will assemble the lame and gather
those who have been driven away and those whom I have afflicted;
7and the lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a
strong nation; and the LorD will reign over them in Mount Zion from
this time forth and forevermore.

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:4-10

4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, >you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °For it stands in
Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. *°Once you
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
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