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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Lord of all creation, you are the source of all good gifts and you 
graciously sustain the created order. Thank you for tasking us with 
caring for the world you love. May we be good stewards of the earth 
and of all that you have so generously given us. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 2:26-29; 1:4-15
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 
29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 
You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so ... .

4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 
5When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the 
field had yet sprung up — for the Lord God had not caused it to rain 
on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6and a mist was 
going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground 
— 7then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
creature.
8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he 
put the man whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the Lord God 

Unit B1 - Lesson 1: The Garden of Eden

made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one 
that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And 
the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The 
name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around 
the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris, 
which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15The 
Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 
38But God gives [all things] a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 
seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind 
for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 
40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There 
is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; 
what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body. 
45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the 
last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that 
is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from 
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the 
man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man 
of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of 
heaven. 
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Almighty God, too often we let our anger get the best of us and it 
causes us to fall into sin. We thank you for your grace in those times 
when we do lose our temper and act without self-control. Help us to 
see that we have nothing to be jealous about, that you love your whole 
creation and that there is enough love to go around for everyone. We 
pray this through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

First Lesson: Genesis 4:1-16
1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, 
saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2And again, 
she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain 
a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the 
Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought 
of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord 
had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he 
had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6The Lord 
said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If 
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule 
over it.” 
8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, 
Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the 
Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do 
not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the Lord said, “What 
have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me 
from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which 
has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 
hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you 
its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 
13Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from 
your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 

earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the Lord said to 
him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found 
him should attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of 
the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

Second Lesson: James 4:1-10  
1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you? 2You desire and do not 
have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend 
of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is 
to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 
6But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

Unit B1 - Lesson 2: Cain and Abel
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Faithful God, you promised Abraham and Sarah a child of their own 
that would that make their offspring into many nations. Thank you 
for always making a way for your people when there seems to be no 
way. Help us to believe that your promises are trustworthy and true 
and on you we can depend. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-15
1And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 
the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When 
he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed 
himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your 
sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and 
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a 
morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you 
may pass on — since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 
“Do as you have said.”
6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! 
Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham 
ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a 
young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk 
and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is 
in the tent.” 10The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this 
time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah 
was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah 
were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with 
Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, 
and my Lord is old, shall I have pleasure?”

13The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall 
I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for 
the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time 
next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied it, saying, 
“I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

Second Reading: Galatians 3:7-9, 16-22
7Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 
8And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you 
shall all the nations be blessed.” 9So then, those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
16Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It 
does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to 
one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17This is what I mean: 
the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant 
previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. 18For if 
the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but 
God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
19Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until 
the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, 
and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. 20Now an 
intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. 
21Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For 
if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would 
indeed be by the law. 22But the Scripture imprisoned everything 
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given 
to those who believe. 

Unit B1 - Lesson 3: A Promised Child
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Holy God, you are the source of all strength in our lives. Without 
you we are weak and tend to give up easily. Grant us the courage and 
strength you gave to Joseph, that we might endure hardships and 
trials with your grace. We thank you for always being with us. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: Genesis 41:15-43
15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no 
one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you 
hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is 
not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”
17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, in my dream I was standing 
on the banks of the Nile. 18Seven cows, plump and attractive, came 
up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass. 19Seven other cows came 
up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen 
in all the land of Egypt. 20And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first 
seven plump cows, 21but when they had eaten them no one would 
have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as 
at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22I also saw in my dream seven ears 
growing on one stalk, full and good. 23Seven ears, withered, thin, and 
blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, 24and the thin ears 
swallowed up the seven good ears. And I told it to the magicians, but 
there was no one who could explain it to me.” 
25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; 
God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven 
good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; 
the dreams are one. 27The seven lean and ugly cows that came up 
after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the 
east wind are also seven years of famine. 28It is as I told Pharaoh; 
God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29There will come 
seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 30but 
after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty 

will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the 
land, 31and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the 
famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32And the doubling 
of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God 
will shortly bring it about.
33“Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and 
set him over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint 
overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land 
of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35And let them gather 
all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain 
under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them 
keep it. 36That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven 
years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land 
may not perish through the famine.” 
37This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38And Pharaoh 
said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the 
Spirit of God?” 39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown 
you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40You 
shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as 
you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 
41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of 
Egypt.” 42Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it 
on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put 
a gold chain about his neck. 43And he made him ride in his second 
chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set 
him over all the land of Egypt. 

Second Lesson: Acts 2:17-18
17In the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams; 18even on my male servants and female servants in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.

Unit B1 - Lesson 4: The Pharaoh’s Dreams
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Almighty Lord, there are many in this world who seek to have power 
over others and who do not respect that you are creator and ruler of 
all. Grant us grace to humbly submit to your power and yours alone, 
that we would follow your will and seek your ways. Thank you for 
your care and protection in our lives for without you, we would be 
lost and alone. We pray this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 9:13-26 
After God had already sent several plagues upon Egypt:
13Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and 
present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
the God of the Hebrews: 

‘“Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14For this time I will send 
all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, 
so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For 
by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people 
with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16But 
for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that 
my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17You are still exalting 
yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18Behold, about 
this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never 
has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 
19‘“Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you have in the 
field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and 
is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’” 

20Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of 
Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21but 
whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves 
and his livestock in the field. 
22Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward 

heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and 
beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 
23Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the Lord 
rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24There was hail and fire flashing 
continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had 
never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 
25The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant 
of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. 

Second Reading: Romans 9:14-24 
14What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no 
means! 15For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
16So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who 
has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose 
I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18So then he has mercy 
on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
19You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can 
resist his will?” 20But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? 
Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like 
this?” 21Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 
22What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction, 23in order to make known the riches of his glory 
for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory — 
24even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from 
the Gentiles?

Unit B1 - Lesson 5: The Plagues in Egypt
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Patient Father, you see our disobedience and our desire to be in 
control of our own lives. Forgive us, we pray, for all the times we 
worship false gods, including our idolatry of self. Help us to cling 
to you and your promises, that we would never stray from your 
company. Thank you for your gift of forgiveness when we fail. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the 
way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came 
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on 
a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So 
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit 
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

Second Reading: John 3:11-21  
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus, saying:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 
12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.” 
14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 
19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works 
were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21But 
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

Unit B1 - Lesson 6: Moses and the Bronze Serpent
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Everlasting God, by your very nature you are loyal and true. Grant 
that we would share that characteristic, that others could count on 
us in times of need, and that we would be steadfast and devoted. You 
bless us with your love and constant care, and we thank you. We pray 
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Joshua 2:1-17, 21
1Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, 
saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and 
came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and 
lodged there. 2And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of 
Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.”
3Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men 
who have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come 
to search out all the land.” 4But the woman had taken the two men 
and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I 
did not know where they were from. 5And when the gate was about 
to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men 
went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6But she had 
brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that 
she had laid in order on the roof. 7So the men pursued after them on 
the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as 
soon as the pursuers had gone out. 
8Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9and said 
to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that 
the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land melt away before you. 10For we have heard how the Lord dried 
up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, 
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11And 
as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left 

in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the 
heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12Now then, please swear 
to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will 
deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign 13that you 
will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all 
who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 14And the men 
said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this 
business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal 
kindly and faithfully with you.” 
15Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her 
house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16And 
she said to them, “Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter 
you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. 
Then afterward you may go your way.”
17The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with respect to this oath 
of yours that you have made us swear. 18Behold, when we come into 
the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which 
you let us down, and you shall gather into your house your father and 
mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household.”
21And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent 
them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the 
window.

Second Lesson: Mark 4:21-25 
21Jesus said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, 
or under a bed, and not on a stand? 22For nothing is hidden except to 
be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23If 
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”
24And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be 
added to you. 25For to the one who has, more will be given, and from 
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”

Unit B1 - Lesson 7: Rahab and the Spies
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Merciful Father, your grace extends to those who love you and to 
those you choose by your glorious favor. Grant that we would cherish 
your forgiveness and mercy in our lives and so extend that to others. 
Thank you for watching over us and protecting us from our enemies. 
In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: Judges 7:1-8, 19-23
1Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with 
him rose early and encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the 
camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 
2The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for 
me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, 
saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3Now therefore proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him 
return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the 
people returned, and 10,000 remained. 
4And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take 
them down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and 
anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go 
with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go 
with you,’ shall not go.”
5So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to 
Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, 
you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to 
drink.” 6And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to 
their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down 
to drink water. 7And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who 
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let 
all the others go every man to his home.”
8So the people took provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. 

And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained 
the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley. 
19So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the 
outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when 
they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed 
the jars that were in their hands. 20Then the three companies blew 
the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the 
torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried 
out, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21Every man stood in his 
place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 
22When they blew the 300 trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword 
against his comrade and against all the army. And the army fled 
as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-
meholah, by Tabbath. 23And the men of Israel were called out from 
Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued 
after Midian.

Second Lesson: Philippians 3:4b-11
Paul wrote: 4If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss 
for the sake of Christ. 
8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith — 10that 
I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means 
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Unit B1 - Lesson 8: Gideon’s Surprise Attack
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Lord of all, it is by your call that we come to you and are given new 
life in you. Help us to hear your call and to respond with eagerness 
and trust. We thank you for those whom you’ve placed in our lives 
who help us to hear you and to follow in faith. We pray this through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-20
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord in the presence of 
Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no 
frequent vision. 
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3The lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was. 
4Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to 
Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went 
to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did 
not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
8And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose 
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, 
Lord, for your servant hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. 
10And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 11Then 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel 

at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12On that 
day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. 13And I declare to him that I am about 
to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
15Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli 
called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 
17And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. 
May God do so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of 
all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing 
from him. And he said, “It is the Lord. Let him do what seems good 
to him.” 
19And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his 
words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord.

Second Lesson: 1 Timothy 4:7b-16
7To this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the 
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who 
believe. 11Command and teach these things. 12Let no one despise 
you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13Until I come, devote yourself to 
the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 
14Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy 
when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15Practice these 
things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 
16Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, 
for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.

Unit B2 - Lesson 1: Little Samuel
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of grace, we give you thanks for your wisdom and steadfast love. 
You chose your servant David to be king of Israel, and it is by your 
choosing that we have been brought into the community of Christ. Help 
us to embrace always the joy of belonging to you, of being made in your 
image, and of serving the world you love. In the name of our Savior 
Christ we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since 
I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with 
oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2And Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” 

And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I 
declare to you.” 
4Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” 5And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And 
he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is before him.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse 
called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10And 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 

11Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not 
sit down till he comes here.” 12And he sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the 
Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”
13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that 
day forward.

Second Lesson: Acts 2:22-32  
On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up and said: 
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested 
to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did 
through him in your midst, as you yourselves know — 23this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him 
up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 
held by it. 
25“For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26therefore my heart 
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see 
corruption. 28You have made known to me the paths of life; you will 
make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he 
foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

Unit B2 - Lesson 2: David is Anointed by Samuel
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Giver of all good things, you are the source of life, hope, and faith. 
Grant us a deeper faith that we would call upon your name in all 
circumstances, trusting in your wisdom and mercy. Thank you for 
helping us to see and turn away from false gods so that we might live 
holy lives in you. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

First Lesson: 1 Kings 18:20-39
20King Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets 
together at Mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came near to all the people and 
said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? 
If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the 
people did not answer him a word. 22Then Elijah said to the people, “I, 
even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 
men. 23Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for 
themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to 
it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no 
fire to it. 24And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon 
the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And 
all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 
25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one 
bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of 
your god, but put no fire to it.” 26And they took the bull that was given 
them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from 
morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, 
and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had 
made. 27And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a 
god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, 
or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28And they cried aloud 
and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the 
blood gushed out upon them. 29And as midday passed, they raved on 
until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No 
one answered; no one paid attention. 

30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the 
people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that had 
been thrown down. 31Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, 
saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32and with the stones he built an 
altar in the name of the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two seahs of seed. 33And he put the wood in order 
and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill 
four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 
34And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And 
he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35And the water 
ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water. 
36And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came 
near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 
known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, 
and that I have done all these things at your word. 37Answer me, O 
Lord, answer me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, 
and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord, he is God; 
the Lord, he is God.”

Second Lesson: Mark 9:42-43
Jesus warned his listeners: 42“Whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone 
were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 
43“And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47And if your 
eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where 
their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’” 

Unit B2 - Lesson 3: Elijah’s Offering
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Everlasting Father, you are our almighty Lord, the only true God who 
created all that is and who sustains your people. We give you thanks for 
the ways in which you have rescued your people from certain death and 
destruction. Give us faith like the men in the fiery furnace, to trust that you 
will always be by our side, especially when danger presents itself. We pray 
this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

First Lesson: Daniel 3:1, 4-7, 8-28 (slightly edited for length) 
1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty 
cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in 
the province of Babylon... 4And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are 
commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5that when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 
of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6And whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.”
8At that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the 
Jews. 9They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, 
O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the sounds of the 
music shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11And whoever does 
not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12There 
are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no 
attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image 
that you have set up.”
13bSo they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered 
and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 
you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? ... 
15bIf you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”
16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If this 
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18But if not, be 

it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 
golden image that you have set up.” 
19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his 
face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered 
the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20And he 
ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then these 
men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other 
garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22Because 
the king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire 
killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 
burning fiery furnace. 
24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 
declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” 
They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25He answered and 
said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; 
he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High 
God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
came out from the fire. 27And the king’s counselors gathered together and 
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The 
hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no 
smell of fire had come upon them. 28Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent 
his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the 
king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship 
any god except their own God!”

Second Lesson: Acts 5:27-29
Since they would not stop preaching about Jesus, Peter and John were 
brought before the Jewish council. 27And the high priest questioned them, 
28saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God 
rather than men.”

Unit B2 - Lesson 4: The Fiery Furnace
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Faithful Lord, you have promised to never forsake your people, and 
throughout history you have always provided what is needed to keep 
your children in the faith. Grant us your strength that we would do 
what is necessary to honor you and proclaim your love to all the world. 
We are grateful for your ever-present love in our lives. We pray this 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Nehemiah 4:1-23
1Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was 
angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2And he said 
in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What 
are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will 
they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” 3Tobiah the 
Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building 
— if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!” 
4Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their 
own heads and give them up to be plundered in a land where they are 
captives. 5Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out 
from your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence of 
the builders. 
6So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its 
height, for the people had a mind to work. 7But when Sanballat and 
Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard 
that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and 
that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 
8And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and 
to cause confusion in it. 9And we prayed to our God and set a guard as 
a protection against them day and night. 
10In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens 
is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able 
to rebuild the wall.” 11And our enemies said, “They will not know or 
see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12At 

that time the Jews who lived near them came from all directions and 
said to us ten times, “You must return to us.” 13So in the lowest parts 
of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by 
their clans, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14And I 
looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the 
rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, 
who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your 
daughters, your wives, and your homes.” 
15When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had 
frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each to his work. 
16From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and 
half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders 
stood behind the whole house of Judah, 17who were building on the 
wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each 
labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the 
other. 18And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side 
while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 
19And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the 
people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on 
the wall, far from one another. 20In the place where you hear the sound 
of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 
21So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from 
the break of dawn until the stars came out. 22I also said to the people 
at that time, “Let every man and his servant pass the night within 
Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by 
day.” 23So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of 
the guard who followed me, none of us took off our clothes; each kept 
his weapon at his right hand. 

Second Lesson: Ephesians 2:19-22 
19You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Unit B2 - Lesson 5: Nehemiah Rebuilds Jerusalem
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Shepherding God, you are the source of all comfort and life. We 
thank you for never leaving us and always guiding us in your right 
paths. Your mercy is too wonderful for us who tend to wander away 
and get lost or run into danger. Remind us always of the joy you grant 
in your holy presence and the comfort you give us each day. In Jesus’ 
holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lessons: Psalm 23
A Psalm of David
1	 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2	    He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

	    He leads me beside still waters. 
3	    He restores my soul. 

	 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4	 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

	   I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

	      your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5	 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

	    you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6	 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

	    and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Second Lesson: John 10:11-18, 27-30 
Jesus said:
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, 
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he 
is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that 
I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority 
to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”...

27“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.”

Unit B2 - Lesson 6: The Lord is My Shepherd
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Ancient Lord, from of old you have called your servants to bring 
messages of grace to those who have wandered into sin and death. 
Give us the boldness to proclaim the good news of your love and mercy 
to all we meet, that all would know you and bow before your holy 
throne. We give you thanks for pulling us back to you, when we, your 
servants, fail to listen to your commands. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: Jonah 1:1 - 2:3, 7-10 
1Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their 
evil has come up before me.” 3But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from 
the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship 
going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with 
them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. 
4But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. 
5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And 
they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for 
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and 
had lain down and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came and said to 
him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! 
Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 
7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may 
know on whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, 
and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose 
account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And 
where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people 
are you?” 9And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, 
the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 
10Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this 
that you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the 
presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 11Then they said to 
him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” 

For the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, “Pick 
me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, 
for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon 
you.” 
13Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they 
could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. 
14Therefore they called out to the Lord, “O Lord, let us not perish for 
this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O Lord, have 
done as it pleased you.” 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into 
the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the 
Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 
vows. 
17And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
1Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, 
2saying, “I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and he answered 
me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. 3For 
you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood 
surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me. ...
7“When my life was fainting away, I remembered the Lord, and my 
prayer came to you, into your holy temple. 8Those who pay regard to 
vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love. 9But I with the voice 
of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. 
Salvation belongs to the Lord!” 10And the Lord spoke to the fish, and 
it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 

Second Lesson: Matthew 12:38-41
38Some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Jesus, saying, “Teacher, 
we wish to see a sign from you.” 39But he answered them, “An evil and 
adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
41“The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”

Unit B2 - Lesson 7: Jonah Flees From God
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of all hope, you have announced repeatedly through your 
prophets that there will be a day when we will all stand before you 
and have to account for our words and actions. Grant that, by faith, 
we would cling to Jesus and rely on his promises to take away all our 
sin. We give you thanks that you sent your Son to be our Savior and to 
grant us his holiness and new life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Malachi 4:1-6
The Prophet Malachi spoke the Word of the Lord:
1“Behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming 
shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 
2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise 
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 
the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes 
under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of 
hosts. 
4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that 
I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

Second Lesson: Matthew 17:1-13  
1After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And he 
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” 
5He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 
terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have 
no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but 
Jesus only. 
9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 
them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the 
dead.” 10And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say 
that first Elijah must come?” 
11He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12But 
I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man 
will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13Then the disciples understood 
that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist.

Unit B2 - Lesson 8: The Day of the Lord
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Heavenly Father, giver of life, we thank you for the blessings you give 
your people. Zechariah and Elizabeth wanted a child desperately but 
had all but lost hope in their old age when you gave them John. Your 
purposes are always fulfilled and your plans are always perfect and in 
your desired time. Help us to be patient as we wait for our own prayers 
to be answered, and grant us faith in your promises. In Jesus’ holy name 
we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Luke 1:5-25, 57-66
5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both 
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments 
and statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years. 
8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was 
on duty, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by 
lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw 
him, and fear fell upon him. 
13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 
has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And 
he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16And he will turn many of 
the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared.” 

18And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19And the angel answered 
him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to 
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And behold, you will 
be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time.” 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were 
wondering at his delay in the temple. 22And when he came out, he was 
unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision 
in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 
23And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she 
kept herself hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days 
when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.” 
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 
58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah 
after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called 
John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this 
name.” 62And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted 
him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And 
fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about 
through all the hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard them laid 
them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 

Second Lesson: Malachi 4:5-6 
5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

Unit B2 - Lesson 9: Zechariah and Elizabeth
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Gracious Father, you ask us to prepare the way for Christ in our lives 
in the same way that John prepared the way for Jesus. Help us to 
put aside those things that distract us from your mission so that we 
might focus on sharing the good news of Christ. Thank you for using 
us as your instruments of grace in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

First Lesson: John 1:19-34
19This is the testimony of John [the baptizer], when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, 
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These 
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.”

Second Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-5
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity 
is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins. 
3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Unit B3 - Lesson 1: John Points to Jesus



The Seed of God’s Word — Weekly Scripture Inserts. Layout and Prayers © by Sola Publishing 
(www.solapublishing.com). Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. For active subscribers of the Sola Electronic Education 
Database (SEED), permission is granted to reproduce this sheet for local congregational use.

 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Loving Lord, we give you thanks that you invite us to sit at Jesus’ feet 
and learn from him. You are the source of all wisdom and insight, 
and we trust that your holy Word will teach us to follow Christ. Help 
us to put Christ first and so prioritize what is most important in our 
lives. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Luke 10:38-41
38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had 
a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 
teaching. 
40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up 
to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to 
serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 
41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

Second Lesson: Galatians 2:15-21  
Paul wrote:
15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we 
know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 
order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, 
because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
17But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found 
to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18For if I 
rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 
19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 
20I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
21I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through 
the law, then Christ died for no purpose. 

 

Unit B3 - Lesson 2: Mary Listens to Jesus
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of all compassion, your love and mercy extends to all who are in 
need and you see those who are suffering. Grant that we would also 
see the suffering and be moved to help care for them. We give thanks 
for the tender care that you have shown us. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

First Lesson: Luke 10:25-37
25Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 
27And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you 
will live.” 
29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 
30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and 
departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other 
side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 
33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when 
he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal 
and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next day 
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take 
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I 
come back.’ 

36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the 
man who fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed 
him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

Second Lesson: 1 John 3:11-18 
John wrote:
11This is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another. 12We should not be like Cain, who was of 
the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? 
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 
13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14We 
know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15Everyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s 
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, 
how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

Unit B3 - Lesson 3: Parable of the Good Samaritan
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Almighty One, you are our sure hope and confidence. You bring life 
out of death and healing to the sick. We give thanks for your abiding 
love. In gratitude, we ask that you would fill us with all hope and 
courage that we would boldly reach out to those in need. Your love for 
us is incredible and humbling. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: John 11:17-44
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles 
off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them concerning their brother. 
20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who is coming into the world.” 
28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying 
in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 
she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not 
yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had 
met him. 31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had 
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and 
greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 
36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept 
this man from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time 
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?” 
41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these 
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man 
who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 

Second Lesson: Romans 6:11-14  
11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus. 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to 
make you obey its passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and your members 
to God as instruments for righteousness. 

Unit B3 - Lesson 4: Jesus Raises Lazarus
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Heavenly King, your Son Jesus knew the greatest sorrows and trials 
of humanity. He was rejected and betrayed. Forgive us for the times 
we reject him by turning our backs on others or not devoting our 
lives to Christ. Help us to understand that we have a Savior who 
knows our deepest pain and understands us even better than we 
understand ourselves. We thank you for your mercy and loving-
kindness, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

First Lesson: John 11:45-57
Bethany, the town where Jesus raised Lazarus from the grave, was 
not far from the city of Jerusalem:
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? 
For this man performs many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take 
away both our place and our nation.” 
49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to 
them, “You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the 
whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one 
the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on 
they made plans to put him to death. 
54Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but 
went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called 
Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 
55Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from 
the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 

56They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood 
in the temple, “What do you think? That he will not come to the feast 
at all?” 57Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders 
that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that 
they might arrest him.

Second Lesson: Acts 4:1-12 
In the days after Jesus rose into heaven, Peter and John healed a 
lame man at the Temple.
1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of 
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed 
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them 
in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of 
those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men 
came to about five thousand. 
5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together 
in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John 
and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And 
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power 
or by what name did you do this?” 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a 
good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead — by him this man is standing 
before you well.
11“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which 
has become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” 

Unit B3 - Lesson 5: Plot of the Council
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
All-knowing God, you know our frailties and failings. You know how 
disloyal we can be and how short our attention is when it comes to 
doing what’s right, reaching out to others, and holding fast to your 
Word. Grant us the gift of loyalty that comes from your Holy Spirit, 
that we would stand beside those in need, the innocent, and the 
vulnerable. We thank you for your gift of mercy in our lives. In the 
name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

First Lesson: Luke 22:47-62
In the Garden of Gethsemane:
47While [Jesus] was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man 
called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to 
Jesus to kiss him, 48but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
49And when those who were around him saw what would follow, 
they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50And one of them 
struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51But 
Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed 
him. 
52Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and 
elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against 
a robber, with swords and clubs? 53When I was with you day after day 
in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.” 
54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55And when 
they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat down among them.
56Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking 
closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57But he denied 

it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58And a little later someone 
else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, 
“Man, I am not.” 59And after an interval of about an hour still another 
insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too 
is a Galilean.” 60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about.” 

And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 
61And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered 
the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

Second Lesson: Jeremiah 23:1-5
1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture!” declares the Lord. 
2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I 
will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the Lord. 
3“Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over 
them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord. 
5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise 
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

Unit B3 - Lesson 6: Judas Betrays Jesus
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Forgiving God, your mercy never ceases when we come to you 
with contrite hearts. We give thanks that you hear our prayers 
for forgiveness and you restore us to a right relationship with you 
through your Son. Pour out your Spirit upon us that we might be 
humble and meek, always seeking your will for our lives. We pray 
this in the precious name of Jesus. Amen.

First Lesson: Luke 23:32-43
32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one 
on his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 
saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of 
God, his Chosen One!” 
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 
39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” 
43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me 
in paradise.”

Second Lesson: Isaiah 53:3-6 
3He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to 
his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Unit B3 - Lesson 7: Thief Repents on the Cross
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of new life, you bring life out of death and light into darkness. 
We praise your name and glorify you for the resurrection of your 
Son, Jesus. We thank you for the hope you give us, that this life isn’t 
all there is and that one day we will worship you in all your glory. 
Continue to strengthen our faith that we would share the good news 
of new life in Christ with all whom we meet. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Matthew 28:1-15
1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead 
men. 
5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as 
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
11While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the 
city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. 12And when 
they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a 
sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13and said, “Tell people, ‘His 
disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 

14And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and 
keep you out of trouble.” 15So they took the money and did as they 
were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this 
day. 

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:3-11 
Paul wrote:
3I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God 
I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but 
the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so 
we preach and so you believed.

Unit B3 - Lesson 8: The Resurrection
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Majestic Lord, you sent Jesus into the world to bring new life and 
salvation. After his resurrection he sent his disciples into the world 
on a mission to share the good news of eternal life. We thank you for 
this amazing gift of new life and ask that you would send us also into 
the world you love to feed and tend your flock. We pray this in Jesus’ 
holy and blessed name. Amen.

First Lesson: John 21:1-19
After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas 
(called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the 
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast 
it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of 
fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into 
the sea. 8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards 
off. 
9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with 
fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of 
the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and 
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although 
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come 

and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who 
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread 
and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead. 
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because 
he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were 
young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, 
but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19(This he 
said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after 
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

First Lesson: 1 Peter 5:1-4 
Peter wrote: 
1I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to 
be revealed: 2shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3not domineering over those 
in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

Unit B4 - Lesson 1: Jesus Appears by the Sea
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of all power and might, it is by your Holy Spirit that the apostles 
were able to heal and cast out demons. You are the same God, 
yesterday, today, and forever. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we too 
would point people to your power and grace. Your promises are 
trustworthy and true, and we know you hear our prayers and answer 
us when we call on your name. In thanksgiving, we pray in the name 
of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 3:1-16
1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man lame from birth was being 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called 
the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 
4And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look 
at us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive 
something from them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the right hand and raised him 
up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 
8And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple 
with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9And all the 
people saw him walking and praising God, 10and recognized him 
as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for 
alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had 
happened to him. 
11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, 
ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. 12And when 
Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in 
the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14But you 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
16And his name — by faith in his name — has made this man strong 
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 

Second Lesson: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
11To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you 
worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every 
work of faith by his power, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus may 
be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Unit B4 - Lesson 2: Peter and John Heal a Lame Man
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Abiding God, you always do what you say you will do. We trust in 
your promises for your people and pray that you would form us into 
people of integrity whose words and actions would also match. Let us 
be trustworthy servants who share the love and mercy of Christ with 
the world. We pray this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

First Lesson: Acts 6:1-15
1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 
“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven 
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will 
appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the word.” 
5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, 
a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. 
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and 
signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, 
and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose 
up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 

11Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12And they 
stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came 
upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13and 
they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak 
words against this holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say 
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the 
customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15And gazing at him, all who sat 
in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 

Second Lesson: 1 Timothy 3:8-13  
8Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not 
addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9They must 
hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10And let them 
also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove 
themselves blameless. 
11Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-
minded, faithful in all things. 12Let deacons each be the husband 
of one wife, managing their children and their own households 
well. 13For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for 
themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ 
Jesus. 

Unit B4 - Lesson 3: Deacons are Chosen to Serve
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Delivering Lord, you met Saul on the road to Damascus and changed 
his life forever. We thank you that your love for us in Christ has 
also transformed our lives, from people who were lost and alone, to 
your children whom you love and care for deeply. Help us to share 
your holy Word with others so that they would come to know your 
transforming power in their lives as well. We pray this in Jesus’ holy 
name. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 9:1-19
1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now 
as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light 
from heaven shone around him. 4And falling to the ground, he heard 
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 
7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the 
voice but seeing no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although 
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand 
and brought him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, 
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for 
behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain 
his sight.” 

13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14And 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on 
your name.” 
15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine 
to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of 
Israel. 16For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of 
my name.” 
17So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands 
on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you 
on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his 
sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 

Second Lesson: Galatians 1:11-16a 
Paul wrote:
11I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached 
by me is not man’s gospel. 12For I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
13For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted 
the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14And I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my 
people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 
15But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who 
called me by his grace, 16was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order 
that I might preach him among the Gentiles.

Unit B4 - Lesson 4: The Road to Damascus
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Loving Lord, you once reminded Abraham to practice hospitality 
always because we never know when we might be entertaining 
angels. We thank you for that holy Word, and for people like Lydia 
who welcomed the apostles and were baptized in the faith. Make us 
hospitable too, reaching out to those you put our in path, that they 
might know your grace. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:1-15
1Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his 
father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra 
and Iconium. 3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took 
him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those 
places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.
4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to 
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the 
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 
6And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7And 
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, 
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 
8So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9And a vision 
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 
10And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go 
on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them. 
11So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, 
and the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which 

is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city some days. 
13And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, 
where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had come together. 14One who heard us was 
a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple 
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was baptized, 
and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she 
prevailed upon us.

Second Lesson: Titus 2:1-8 
1But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 2Older men 
are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in 
love, and in steadfastness. 3Older women likewise are to be reverent 
in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach 
what is good, 4and so train the young women to love their husbands 
and children, 5to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and 
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 
reviled. 6Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 
7Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in 
your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8and sound speech that cannot 
be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having 
nothing evil to say about us. 

Unit B4 - Lesson 5: Lydia Hosts the Apostles
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
God of all healing, you know our human sinfulness and how we get 
into arguments and have differences of opinion that aren’t handled 
well. Help us to learn to handle conflicts in the Body of Christ with 
dignity, patience, and love. May we always recall your goodness 
and your love for all people and model that toward one another. In 
thanksgiving for your grace we pray in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:1-25
1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with 
all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were 
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge — 6even as the 
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you — 7so that you are 
not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that 
you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11For it has 
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among 
you, my brothers. 
12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow 
Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 
16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me 
to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent 
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach 
to save those who believe. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but 
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

Second Lesson: Proverbs 1:2-7 
2To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, 
3to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and 
equity; 4to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to 
the youth — 5Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one 
who understands obtain guidance, 6to understand a proverb and a 
saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. 
7The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 

 

Unit B4 - Lesson 6: Conflict in Corinth
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Almighty Lord, you have raised up many faithful leaders for the work 
of Christ. We thank you for their tenacity and strength which only 
comes from you. Continue to raise up leaders for your Church, O 
Lord, that the good news of Jesus Christ would be spread to the ends 
of the earth. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: 1 Timothy 4:6-16
6If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good 
servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of 
the good doctrine that you have followed. 
7Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train 
yourself for godliness; 8for while bodily training is of some value, 
godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present 
life and also for the life to come. 
9The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10For to 
this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living 
God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 
11Command and teach these things. 12Let no one despise you for your 
youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, 
in faith, in purity. 13Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading 
of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 
14Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy 
when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15Practice these 
things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 
16Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, 
for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.

Second Lesson: Acts 16:1-5 
1Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his 
father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra 
and Iconium. 
3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and 
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for 
they all knew that his father was a Greek. 
4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to 
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the 
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 

Unit B4 - Lesson 7: Timothy Learns to Lead
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 The Seed of God’s Word 

Lesson Prayer
Amazing God, you are worthy of praise and adoration. We give 
thanks for your love for your people since the beginning of time. We 
look forward to that day when we will stand before your throne and 
sing praises with the angel choirs. May we worship you in sincerity 
and awe all our days. We pray through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

First Lesson: Revelation 5:1-14
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2And I 
saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 
open the scroll and break its seals?” 
3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to 
open the scroll or to look into it, 4and I began to weep loudly because 
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5And 
one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 
6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the right 
hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken 
the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 
and nation, 10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a 
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
might forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down 
and worshiped.

Second Lesson: Matthew 19:28-30 
28Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the 
Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
29“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father 
or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a 
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first.”

Unit B4 - Lesson 8: Multitudes Before the Throne




