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Unit B4 - Lesson 5: Lydia Hosts the Apostles

Lesson Prayer

Loving Lord, you once reminded Abraham to practice hospitality
always because we never know when we might be entertaining
angels. We thank you for that holy Word, and for people like Lydia
who welcomed the apostles and were baptized in the faith. Make us
hospitable too, reaching out to those you put our in path, that they
might know your grace. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 16:1-15

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his
father was a Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra
and Iconium. 3Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took
him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those
places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.

4As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to
them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.

°And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7And
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.

8So0, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. °And a vision
appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.’
And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go
on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the
gospel to them.

i

1So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace,
and the following day to Neapolis, *?2and from there to Philippi, which

is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city some days.

BAnd on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside,
where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had come together. 1#One who heard us was
a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 5And after she was baptized,
and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she
prevailed upon us.

Second Lesson: Titus 2:1-8

'But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 20lder men
are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in
love, and in steadfastness. 30lder women likewise are to be reverent
in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach
what is good, 4and so train the young women to love their husbands
and children, 5to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be
reviled. °Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled.

7Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in
your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8and sound speech that cannot
be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having
nothing evil to say about us.
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