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Proclamation Points
The following are some thoughts and questions to be used for a text study on the 
weekly lessons, or for jump-starting the imagination of the preacher and hearer 
in preparing for the proclamation event. 

Isaiah 7:10-14
Isaiah’s message came at a time when the people of Judah 
feared an impending conflict with the Syrians, along with the 
northern kingdom of Israel that sided with them. The plot of 
Israel’s enemies was to conquer and replace King Ahaz with 
a king of their choosing. God’s message through his prophet 
was that Judah need not fear: “It shall not stand, and it shall 
not come to pass” (v. 7:7).

King Ahaz was invited to ask for a sign by which God might 
prove the truth of His promise. Strangely, Ahaz responded 
“I will not put the Lord to the test” (v.12). Nevertheless, God 
proceeded to offer the sign of Immanuel, “God with us.” 
These words turn out to be a prophecy, not only of God’s 
deliverance in Israel’s present conflict, but also a prophecy 
of God’s final deliverance in the coming of Christ.
•	 When Ahaz declined to ask for a sign, was it out of faithful 

humility before the Lord or was it a sign of his lack of trust in 
God? How do you read the situation?

•	 Why is it that, sometimes when God gives us the promise of 
his protection and deliverance we find it hard to believe? 
How does God’s Word work to create faith in us, in spite of 
ourselves?

Psalm 110:1-4
In this psalm we hear the promise of God to bless the kingly 
line of David. David was both servant of the Lord (Adonai) 
and the predecessor of the Messiah who will be a priest of the 
order of Melchizedek. This is a promise that was irrevocable, 
“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind.” (Psalm 
110:4a)

As Christians we hear this prophetic worship psalm as the 
union of king and priest in the person of Jesus Christ. Not 
only is Jesus a descendant of King David, he is also David’s 
Lord and God. 
•	 Ponder the relationship between David and Jesus. In what 

sense does Jesus have both a human and divine relationship 
with us? What does it mean to you to think about God’s 
promises as irrevocable?  How does this allow us to trust in 
God when our own self-confidence fails?

1 John 4:7-16
“Love” is a word that gets tossed around fairly freely in 
our culture. But not all “love” is the same. The love that 
is mentioned in this passage is not simply a taste for, or a 
passing interest in something.  The love that John speaks of 
is a self- giving, unconditional kind of love that was shown 
to us by Jesus on the cross. This is what is referred to in the 

Greek language as agape (a-GAH-pay), or “sacrificial love.” 

John asserts that without intimate knowledge of God and his 
agape love in our lives, we are unable to love similarly. To 
love sacrificially comes from knowing God himself.
•	 How might God help us to love those that we otherwise deem 

“unlovable?” How does God’s love in us change the way we 
look at those who have been outcasts and strangers? 

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
Imagine Mary as she makes the long and difficult journey to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. No one can predict the exact time 
a child will be born; only God knows that information. The 
birth of any child is a miracle, but this one who will be the 
Messiah of Israel is like no other. He is the promised King of 
kings and Lord of lords, and he will save his people from the 
power of sin, death, and the devil.
•	 What about Mary’s faithfulness and circumstance inspire you?
•	 In what ways is Mary just like any other mother? In what 

ways is she di erent?

In saying that the time had come for Mary to deliver her 
baby, Luke uses the Greek word pimpremi, meaning “filled” 
or “swollen” (see Word Study). Not only was time “swelling” 
to fulfillment, so was Mary’s womb. Matthew uses this same 
word in the story of the crucifixion in describing how a 
sponge was “filled” (swollen) with sour wine and given to 
Jesus on the cross (Matthew 22:10).
•	 In what sense is a sponge soaked in liquid primed and ready 

for its intended purpose? How was that true of Mary here, and 
of Jesus on the cross? In what sense are we both soaked and 
filled in the waters of Baptism? With what does God fill us to 
make us ready to serve the world?

Birth is a difficult matter for both mother and infant. It is 
always a struggle — and a potentially dangerous time — 
when labor sets in. Christmas is a wonderful time to think 
about birth and new life. But in this case, we are not thinking 
of just any new baby. This baby is God’s only-begotten Son.

We are so accustomed to the sterility of the hospital setting 
that to think that Jesus was born in a stable (likely a rough cave 
or outbuilding) is scandalous. Instead of sterile instruments 
and gloved hands to help deliver the child, there are animals, 
manure, feeding troughs, soiled straw, an inexperienced 
father and a very young mother.

The lowliness of this scene reminds us of the lengths God 
will go to in order to save his people. Through Jesus’ birth in 
the stable, God not only shows his solidarity with humanity 
by becoming one of us. He also shows that he is willing to get 
his hands dirty to accomplish our salvation.
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Joseph had nothing to go by save the Word of God  
and he accepted it. A godless man would have  

said it  was just a dream, but Joseph  
believed the word of God and  

took unto him his wife.
- Martin Luther -
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